CHAPTER    V
MR. GLADSTONE'S LAST GOVERNMENT
1892-4
ON October 6, 1891, Mr. W. H. Smith, the Unionist leader of
the House of Commons, a shrewd but simple man, whose
brief speeches with their almost invariable appeal to his " duty to
Queen and country" had endeared him to its members, died and
was succeeded by Balfour. This was an undisputed succession, for
though, as Salisbury told the Queen, he himself was unable to propose
the appointment of his nephew, the Conservative party was unaniraous
that no one else could lead them so well as the brilliant young man
who had dealt so drastically, and for all immediate purposes so success-
fully, with the Irish trouble. Ireland was now more occupied with
the dispute between Parnellites and anti-Parnellites than with the
winning of Home Rule, and the Unionist party was convinced that
thanks to Balfour's firm administration and the stroke of luck which
had thrown the Home Rulers into confusion, the Union was safe,
whatever might happen in Great Britain.
Misfortunes befell the Royal family during the next few months.
The Prince of Wales's eldest son, Prince Albert Victor, Duke of
Clarence, died after a short illness on January 14, 1892, only a few
weeks after the announcement of his engagement to Princess May,
daughter of the Duchess of Teck. His brother, Prince George, who
now became Heir-Apparent, had been suffering from typhoid fever
and was barely convalescent at this time. A few weeks later the
Queen lost a favourite son-in-law through the ..death of the Grand
Duke of Hesse-Darmstadt, husband of Princess Alice, and father of
the future Empress of Russia. Her letters show her depressed by
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